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 Constructing curriculum 
is a cycle

 Committee worked 
intensely over 6 months

 Only for English Language 
Arts and Mathematics at 
this time

 Collaboration of teachers, 
supervisors, 
administrators in grades 
K-12 with curriculum 
writing experience

WHY DID WE DEVELOP A NEW FRAMEWORK?

Steering 
Committee

Guiding 
Principles 

and 
Feedback

Committee 
of Writers

Construction 
of 

Framework
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Evaluated NJ Model Curriculum and 
delineated the standards
Considered district and teacher 

autonomy
Researched a variety of planning 

resources and instructional strategies

WHERE DID WE BEGIN?

6



TIMELINE OF THE WORK

July-December
2015

Drafting the 
Framework 

Winter
2015 –2016 

Designing 
Professional 
Development 

to Include 
Supports

Spring 2016       
Revise the 

Framework to 
Reflect Revised 

Standards

May 2016        
Release the 
Framework 
with NJSLS 

Included

Revised 
Standards 

Implemented 
by September 

2017 
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?

The framework:

“frames” the collaborative conversations 
and work that must be accomplished.
outlines a way to implement, organize, 

and complete the standards.
suggests grade-appropriate resources.
creates a path for vertical articulation 

from Kindergarten through grade 12.
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WHAT WAS...WHAT IS

Model Curriculum Curricular Framework

Five Units 6 weeks in length Four Units 9 weeks in length

Student Learning Objectives Drive Each Unit Standards Drive Each Unit

The progression of the complexity of a 
standard was shown from one grade level to 
the next through the use of bold type

Skill Focus Based on Critical Knowledge 
and Skills

Standards Repeated and Assessed at the 
Six Week Interval

Standards and Skills Build Over the 
Course of the Units

Six Week Assessment Cycle with Two Week 
Remediation 

Particular Attention Paid to 75% of the 
School Year Aligned to Standardized 
Testing

Closed Document Open Document

“Curriculum” Bridge from Standards to Curriculum
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The framework is 
NOT a curriculum
 It is not the END of 

the conversation 
around curriculum 
and instruction
 It is not OUTSIDE of 

the Cycle of 
Teaching and 
Learning

FURTHER DEFINING THE PURPOSE

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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SKILLS AND SEQUENCING: 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

There are primary focus standards for each 
unit.

As the ELA standards spiral, most standards 
should be considered in each unit.

Grade K-5 ELA units are designed to be taught 
in the order they have been presented within 
the framework. These skills are foundational 
and build upon one another.
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CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK 
ELA OVERVIEW
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ELA UNIT PLAN
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SKILLS AND SEQUENCING: 
MATHEMATICS

 Codified
Major standards-green
 Supporting standards -blue
 Additional standards -yellow
 In each unit
 Additional and supporting as a way to teach major 

content
 Grade appropriate math vocabulary
Math fluency (grades K-5)
Mathematical Practices
Mastery of standards by end of grade level

16



CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
MATH OVERVIEW
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MATH UNIT PLAN
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SUGGESTED WORKING TIMELINE FOR 
DISTRICTS

May 2016-Framework 
available to districts with 

revised NJSLS
June 2016 Regional 

training sessions available

June-August 2016 Districts 
begin working on the 

framework with targeting 
the completion of Unit  one 

by September 2016

September 2016 
Unit one complete

November 2016  
Consider having unit two 

complete

January 2017
Consider having unit three 

complete

April  2017
Consider having unit four 

complete

June 2017 
Consider modifying 

curricula and pacing maps 
in accordance with the 
work on the framework

Target: September 2017 
Fully aligned curriculum to 

the NJSLS
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SUPPORTS AROUND THE FRAMEWORK

 In-person key educator training for turn-keying
Regional trainings around the state for teams 

of teachers to work on the developing out a 
district’s framework
Online materials to support the construction of 

the framework
Materials, lessons, trainings and the framework 

can be found on www.NJCORE.org
How to unpack standards and support of 

conversations around Professional Learning 
Communities can be found at www.online-plc.org
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Title: Conversations Around Curriculum and Instruction: Building 
the Curricular Framework

Intent: 
 Focusing on using the newly designed curricular framework to support 

the col laborative conversations around curriculum and instruction.  
 Engaging in the col laborative conversations regarding curricular best 

practices as well  as developing out the framework.  
Dates:
 6/17/16 Morris County Training Academy: AM & PM Session
 6/24/16 Learning Resource Center, Trenton NJ: AM & PM Session
 6/30/16 Rowan University and Gloucester County: AM & PM Session
 8/2/16 Rowan University and Gloucester County: AM & PM 

Session
 8/16/16 Morris County Training Academy: AM & PM Session
 8/17/16 Learning Resource Center, Trenton NJ: AM & PM Session

SUSTAINING THE CONVERSATION 
AROUND THE CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
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 Thank you for all you do to support teachers and 
student learning

 Contact information:

Robin Knutelsky: Director 
Office of Teaching & Learning Supports

Division of Teaching and Learning
New Jersey Department of Education

robin.knutelsky@doe.state.nj.us

WITH GRATITUDE
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